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Alake of meltwater on the tonguse of the Rhone glaciernear Gams,

Switzarland Phota: AP

Swiss glaciers
have ‘no chance of
surviving long
term’ after losing
S.5pcoficein2026

JAMEY KEATEN

Cllackers inSwitzerkmd kot 5.5pc of their
icevolume thisvear, the second-biggest
percentage dropon record hecause of
heatwavesand low wintersnowlall ex-
peris have said.

“Alpine glacicrs haveno chance of sur-
wivingin the long tevmunder such con
ditions.” Glamos. the Swiss glaciermon-
itoring scrvice, and Swiss Academy of
Sciences said yesterday.

The trend has worsened in recent
vears - aver the last five years alone,
the vohume of ice in Switzerland hus de-
dlir.ed by poariy a fifth. the experts said.

The report testifies o the fatost con-
cermns Lhat global warming is wreak-
g havoc on Europe, the workd's fast.
est-warting continent.

“The warming that we are experi-
enving now can he ateributed 100pc
to anthropogenie climate change. It's
4s sitaple as that,” said Mattlias Huss,
wh heads Glamos.

“Without humza emissions or fossil
fuels, we wouldn't bave any warming
at the moment*

The record retreat of glacier ice in
Switzettand camein 2022, when summer
heat. fovwinter snowfali and an unusy.
al smatiering of reddish dust blown in
from: the Satiara durkened the glaciers
ang caused them to absorb inore heat.

Dr Huss sid the snowcover in winiwr
‘was iteportant for bwo reasons.

“Om the one hand, it protects the bare
ice from meiting. The longer you have
smow, the Jonger vou avoid the loss of
old ce; ke sajd, “Un the other hand, the
snow is important also for generating
new lpod for the glacier.

“The niore s you have, the higher
the potential 1o Imepeomeo[ the snow

at high elevadon and 1o form newice.”

The great thaw in Europe s Alps is
notalone - expertssay global warming
helped to destabilise a Himalayan slope
v collapsed in Augrust ard unleashed
catastrophic flooding across Nepal.

Satellites have shownrast o
oiglaciersin places such as Greenland
and Antarctica over the lase half-Len-
tury orso.

In Switzerland, in absoluie terms,
volume fost has been less than that in
the percentage decline this
vearis grealer,

That is bacause b 1otal volume to-
day is roughtya third of that 23 vears
agn. Then, the relative loss was 3.5pc
of toral jce volume in Swiss

Such accelerated ice melt has had
an impact in Switzerland - the loss of
581 bittion gallons from July o Septam-
beramounts to four Limes the annaal
consumption of water in the country
of about 91 millien people.

Switzerland grets more than half of
its electriciry from hydropower.

But the impact of acceleruted gla-
cier meli rippies far beyond. Switzer-
lund iz the water tower of Europe, and
Teuds some of the continent’s most im-
poriantrivers - the Danube, Po. Rhine
und Rhone.

The experrs sav the “extreme melt-
mg"faoedhvS“ﬂmmd 's glaciersthis
vear ineluded a decline in the average
thickness of indivichual ylaciers between
abow two and tour tieires, enda reduc-
tion of up to 20 metres on the tongue
of some glaciers.

The expert teams have fanned out
to a85es run-off and crevices caused
by the nmning water tirough the gia-
ciers, In part by dumping red dve into
the streanis ro track Lae water fows,
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Comhaitle Chortee Chill Chainnigh
Kilkenny County Council

NOTICE PURSUANT TO: SECTION 177AE OF THE
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 20060
(AS AMENDED]) AND THE PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 {AS AMENDED}

N25 GLENMORE BUS STOP RELOCATION SCHEME,
GLENMORE, COUNTY KILKENNY

Notice of Planning Application to
An Coimisitin Pleanéla for Approval

- fiotice is herebyghverrthat-Kitkerny Covmy-CourciHintendstoseek the approvatof-
An CoimisiCn Pleanala under Section 177AE of the Planning and Development Act, 2000
{83 amerded) ta canstruct the N25 Glenmere Bus Stop ratocation scheme.
The proposed development is the construction of 2 new offling buz stop 1o repiacs the
axisting bus stop on the N25 at Gtenmore, Co Kilkenny The proposed location is close
1o the axisting [ocatlon but is off the mair MN25, The propozad lacation shall hava dirsct
sccase from the L7539 and exit anta the L7510 iocal razd network. Public lighting, car
parlung, accessibie car parking, electric vehicle ¢harging bays, bus shelter, associated
signage and bicycle parking will be incorporated as part of 1he development including
all sitp devalopment and landscape warks. Site enabling werks in the form of infilling
will also ke raquired on the proposed site. Surface water drainags will ba in the form of
soakaways within the site boundary.
A Netora Impact Statement has been praparad as part of the application for approval in
raspact of the proposed devafopmant.
An Galmisiun Pleandla may give approva’ 1o the spplication for davelopment with or
without conditions or may refuse the application for deve opmert.
A topy of the plans and particulsss of the proposed deval ard the Natura Impact
Sratemant wil bs availasis for inspection b Friday 9th October 2026 and Monday
23rd November 2026 {Inclusive of both dates) st the “ollowing loeations.
+ Thas consulxatlon webma of Kilkanny County Council at
sultk
* The P anmng Section of Kitkenny County Council, County Hall, Johr Street,
Kilkenny City. RS A39T between the hours Sam ta 1pin & 2pm 10 4pm
Monday to Friday [Excluding Public Holidays). Cantact {US6)] 7794019 or
Rlanning & kilkannycocn je
®  Municipal Distric of Piltown Area Office, Farrybank Shopp ng Centra, Ferrybark,
Ca Kilkenny X391 DE42 between the hours 9am to 1pm & 2pm to Spm Monday 1o
Fridsy [Excluding Publiz Helidays)
¢ Tha offieas of An Coimisian Pleandla, 84 Marlborough Streat, Bublin 1,
D01 V902 betwean the hours 9:954m and 5:30pm Monday to Friday
{Excluding Publie Halideys)
Ths Natura Impact Statement and the Plans and Partculars of the proposed
pment ray be insp d frae of charge at the locatii above or purch
an payment of a specified fee (which shall not exceed the reagonable cost of making
a copy).
Any submissione and obsesrvations an the proposed development in refation to —

i. the implcations of the propasad development for proper planning and sustainable
develapment in the area concerned,
li. the likaly effects on the enviranment of the propased developmen. and
i, the likely significant affects of the proposed develop itonaE
carred out,
may be made in writing to An Coimisiin Plaanéfa, 64 Mariborough Street,
Dublin, DO V302,
Any submission/observat.on must ba recaived by An Coimisiin Plaandla not "aler than
on ot belore 5.30pm on Monday 23rd Movember 2026,
A person may cueation the validily of ary such decision by An Coimis'in Pleanafa
by way of an application for judicial review under Order 84 of the Rules of the
Superior Courta {S.1. No. 15 of 1986) in accordance w ih section 50 of the Planring and
Developmant Acts, 20040 1o 2019,
Practical information on the review machanigm can be accessed under ihe heading
Publications — Judicial Review Notice on the Board's website www.plearsly ia or on the
Citizang Information wabsite wwiw.citizer sinformstion.ia
Dated this 02nd Octoher 2025,
Mary J Multholland, Director of Services,
Kilkenny County Council.
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